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MARCH  2018 
  

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Spring has arrived as we are in the month of March, 
although I don’t think the weather received the memo!! 
We only have a few weeks of this term left but we have 
many exciting learning opportunities as always. This 
newsletter shares some of our many successes and 
highlights coming events. 
 
On Thursday 8th of February, we had a wonderful 
celebration of our faith when some of our senior pupils 
were confirmed by Bishop Toal. The whole community of 
Our Lady & St. John’s Parish gathered together to make 
this a very special occasion. Special thanks must go to 
Bishop Toal, Father Rooney, Mrs Macneil, Mrs Seagrave 
and Mr Lynch, the altar servers, parents and carers, 
sponsors and members of the parish community. On 
Tuesday the 27th of February, some of the Primary 3 
pupils made the Sacrament of First Reconciliation in a 
very prayerful and contemplative service.  
 
Thank you to Mr Hall, Mrs Wong and Mrs Quadrelli for 
preparing the children for these sacraments and the 
children from the choir who came along to support their 
peers and classmates. However, my biggest thanks go to 
the sacrament children, who were a credit to themselves, 
their families and the school.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you require 
any further information on items contained within this 
newsletter or any other matters.  
 
  
Kindest regards, 
  
Mrs Yvonne McCart 
Head Teacher  
  

 

 

 

 

 

What’s going on ... 

  
After school classes  
  
This term we have: 
 
Monday          ICT Club- Mrs McKie and 
                                        Mrs Wong 
  
Tuesday          Netball -    Mrs McKie 
                         Football – Mr Hall and 
                                          Mr Cairney 
 
Wednesday       Karate for P4 -P7- Kihonkai 
                           Karate Academy 
 
Thursday Running Club – Mrs. Quadrelli 
                           
In addition, at lunchtime … 
Tuesday           Choir – Mrs Kelly/Mrs Holmes 
Wednesday Homework Club - Mrs Holmes   

Thursday Chess Club - run by P7 pupils 
                           

 

ROLE OF THE PARENT COUNCIL 
 

SLC’s Role of the Parent Council event will 
take place on Thursday the 15th of March in 
the Corporate Dining Room at Council Offices 
in Almada Street, Hamilton. It is 6.30 pm for a 
7.00 pm start. 
 
Places can be booked by emailing: 
parents@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
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PUPIL EQUITY FUND (PEF)/ SCOTTISH ATTAINMENT CHALLENGE 
 

I have provided a short summary of our PEF spending for session 2017 - 2018.  
 

 Purchase of new fiction and non-fiction reading books to revise approaches to the teaching of reading 
and higher order reading skills across the school. 

 Introduction of Literacy interventions for identified pupils requiring additional support and assistance. 
These include LDA Active Literacy, Five Minute Box, Units of Sound and Nessy Learning. 

 Introduction of Numeracy interventions for identified pupils with numeracy skills that are requiring 
additional support and assistance. These include The Number Box and Nessy Maths 

 Additional Literacy/Numeracy Training for teaching staff and School Support Assistants 

 Enhancing digital resources across the school by using money to match Partnership Group £1000 to 
purchase 16 Chrome books and charging trolley for the school. 

 
What happens next? 
 
As a school we are evaluating the impact of our interventions this session and using available research and data 
to determine how we best build capacity to intervene and support our pupils going forward. 
 
Looking forward 
 
The second round of funding for session 2018-2019 has recently been announced. St. John’s Primary will 
receive £20,400. 
 
We will build on the work of this session, re-examine our school data, look to scale up interventions that are 
showing promise, stop interventions that are not making progress and begin interventions based on our 
experiences this session and on the evidence and research that we believe will make a difference to the lives of 
young people at St. John’s School. 
 
A school publication will be published at the start of the next session setting out our PEF interventions and 
priorities for session 2018-2019. In the meantime I will be seeking your views on what you think the school 
should target and I would be very grateful for your input. Remember your views count! 

ACTIVITY TIME 
To promote positive behaviour, each class develops its own 
reward systems, and this can include individual, group or whole 
class rewards for good behaviour. However, the whole school 
uses an ‘Activity Time’ reward system where pupils can enjoy a 
favourite activity, with time earned for keeping the school rules. 
We have restructured our activity time, where each member of 
staff offers an activity and children sign up for a 4-week block. 
This happens on a Friday afternoon from 2.15 pm until 2.45 
pm. Activities include: Cross Stitch, Knitting, Lego Club, Puzzle 
Club, Photography, Technologies, Relaxation Room, Book 
Café and Mindfulness Colouring as well as an Arts & Crafts 
Club. This provides a focus for activity time and develops the 
children’s skills for life and learning. If you could offer to run a 
weekly activity, then please contact the school. 
 

MOBILE TEACHING UNIT (MTU) 
 
As you will know our mobile teaching unit is in 
place and all the installation works have now 
been completed. We are now awaiting 
confirmation of when work will begin on the 
extension and we will begin the decant of one 
of the classrooms.  
 

The MTU will be open from 9.00 – 10.00 am 
and 2.00 – 3.00 pm on Monday 5th March and 
Wednesday 7th of March for parents to view. 

PARTNERSHIP GROUP/PARENT COUNCIL 
 

Our Partnership Group meet monthly to discuss important school issues and ways of raising funds to benefit all 
of the children in our school. As part of our constitution, we have to re-elect new office bearers every year but 
unfortunately we have been unable to do this as we have not had sufficent numbers coming to the meetings. In 
fact only 3 families out of a possible 63 have attended. The Partnership Group have asked for feedback on times 
and days that suit parents/carers. As Headteacher my role is to advise the Parent Council body and report on 
school business with members of staff attending to represent the school. We are invited to attend meetings but 
Parent Councils must be driven by the wider parent body. Our pupils have benefitted greatly from fundraising 
events organised by the Partnership Group and supported by you. The Group have applied for funding from 
companies such as Tesco, who gave us £1000, which was put towards the purchase of new Chrome books. The 
monies raised also subsidise the cost of buses for trips, as well as other events such as the pantomime at 
Christmas. If you are interested in being part of our Parent Council, please contact me or pop into the school. 
Please note the meeting on 7/03/18 has been postponed and a new date will be issued soon. 
 



BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK 
  

British Science Week takes place during the week beginning the 12th of March 2018. The whole  
school will be taking part in activities across the week to develop their science knowledge and skills.  
We are looking for any parents/carers who have a STEM (Science, Technologies, Engineering,  
and Mathematics) background to volunteer to run a workshop or give a talk to the classes. 
 
If you can come along during this week, please contact the school office or Mrs Wong and Mrs McKie, who are 
organising the event. 
  

PARENTS EVENING 
 

Our Parents Evening takes place on Thursday 22nd of March, a little earlier in the school year than normal. 
Individual letters wil be issued soon to choose a time to meet with your child’s teacher(s). Please come to the 
school a little earlier so you have the opportunity to view your children’s work prior to the appointment. 
 
Parents and carers who cannot attend Parents Evening should contact the school to make  
alternative arrangements to discuss their child’s progress. 
 

AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS 
 

Can I ask that parents/carers pick children up at the 
church car park after the extracurricular clubs? This is 
to enable staff to dismiss the children safely as they 
are all leaving through the same exit. It is also 
preparing the children, as we will lose the side exit 
which leads to the front playground/car park once the 
extension work begins on the school. 
  

 

 

 

LENTEN PROGRAMME 2018 
 

We have chosen SCIAF, Robin House Hospice and 
Bala Children’s Centre as well as the local food bank 
as our charities this year. A tremendous start has been 
made with our Chinese New Year and Crazy hair days. 
Please support our Fundraising 
Fridays over the next few weeks.  
 
Details of all activities can be found 
in the Lenten Programme flyer on the 
School App. 
 

Important dates for your diary: 

2nd March 2018        World Book Day  

2nd March 2018        Football/Netball Tournament at Blackwood PS   

7th March 2018         Partnership Group meeting- cancelled 

8th March 2018         Mass for First Friday 9.10 am/ WBD celebrations  

9th March 2018         Fairtrade Coffee Morning - 9.45 am in church hall 

13th March 2018       P3/4 visit to library 

15th March 2018      Role of Parent Councils event at 7.00 pm in Council HQ 

16th March 2018      Football/netball tournament at Blackwood PS 

19th March 2018       Book Fair in school all week 

22nd March 2018      Swimming begins for P5 pupils  

22nd March 2018       Parents Evening  

23rd March 2018       HCHS P7 Team Building morning 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

28th March 2018       Holy Week service in school at 11.00 am 

29th March 2018       P1/2 Learning Showcase 

29th March 2018       School closes at 2.30 pm for Easter break 

16th April 2018          School reopens at 9.00 a.m. 

17th April 2018          P5/6/7 educational excursion to Dynamic Earth 

19th April 2018           P1/2 educational excursion to Summerlee Museum 



 

CHINESE NEW YEAR 
The whole school took part in a celebration of Chinese New Year on the 16th of February. The open area in the 
school was bedecked in traditional Chinese decorations.  
In the kitchen the children prepared and cooked traditional Chinese food including dim sum, chicken feet, rice, 
noodles with mandarins, Asian ears and lychees to finish. In the classrooms, the children were learning about 
the Chinese language and were practising writing traditional characters. 
The children also took part in Chinese Challenges including a Chinese Dragon obstacle course. 
To round the day off, the children received lucky red packets containing sweets, called ‘Hong Bao’. 
It was a fantastic learning experience and my thanks to Mrs Wong who organised the whole day and to all of the 
staff for providing such engaging and fun activities. 
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Comment Slip – What do you think? 

Please make any comments that could help further improve St. John’s Primary.  
 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

I suggest… 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Please return this slip to school office. Thank you 

 


