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Homework Policy 

Rationale 
Homework can provide an interesting and stimulating way for pupils to consolidate and 
extend the learning which is taking place in school. Homework should be a vital link between 
home and the school and it should open channels of communication between the two.  
 
Through homework:  
 
parents should feel more involved with their child’s learning progress.  

teachers should feel the benefit of improved learning and support from home.  

pupils should feel that they have some control and choice over their own learning and that 
their parents are informed and interested in their work.  
 
 
Homework provides: 

 a vehicle for communication between school and home about pupil progress. 
 Homework tasks provide opportunity for parents to engage in pupil learning. 
 Completion of homework enables pupils to develop skills as independent learners and 

take responsibility for their own learning.  
 
Parents, carers and families are by far the most important influences in a child’s life. Parents 
who take on a supportive role in their child’s learning make a difference in improving 
achievement and behaviour.’ 
(Guidance on the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006) 
 
 

‘When parents and schools work together children do better.’  
(Guidance on the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006) 
 
Aims 
 
Our aim is to: 
 

 provide a variety of homework tasks to extend and develop learning. 

 communicate with parents through homework about pupil progress. 

 support and build on classwork.  

 make parents aware of the work children are doing in school. 

 encourage children to work independently.  

 promote good study habits.  

 train pupils to plan and organise their time effectively.  

 allow preparation for future classwork.  

 offer access to resources not available in school, e.g. interview with 

parents/grandparents/members of the local community  

 provide information for parents.  

 provide opportunities for individualised work.  

 encourage pupils to take responsibility for their own learning.  

 to create channels for home-school dialogue  
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Roles and Responsibilities 

 
Head Teacher: 

The Head Teacher oversees the implementation of this statement. She monitors homework 

tasks through jotter monitoring and speaking with pupils.  

 

Class Teachers: 

 Class Teachers have the responsibility of setting appropriate and challenging 

homework each week for every pupil in their class.  

 They should monitor the completion of homework and report to the Head Teacher 

any pupil who is not completing homework on a regular basis. 

 Correct work regularly  

 Give positive and constructive feedback  

 

Pupils: 

 Make sure that homework diaries are completed.  

 Keep homework items organised and tidy.  

 Hand in homework completed and on time at the end of the week.  

 

Parents: 

 Provide a suitable environment for homework to be completed.  

 Show interest in what is being done.  

 Support their child to complete his or her work.  

 Check, sign and comment in homework diary.  

 Inform the school if their child is having difficulty.  
 

 

HOMEWORK DIARIES 

 

Every child will receive a Homework Diary. This is a communication tool between parents 

and school. P1-3 will have homework pre-printed and stuck into the diary. P4 is a transition 

year where teachers will train pupils to complete diaries independently. Primaries 5-7 will 

complete diaries themselves. 

 

Homework will be set on a weekly basis. Pupils should be encouraged to manage 

their time according to other commitments they may have after school. 

 

Homework diaries should be signed each week by parents and teachers. 

 

 

GOOD HOMEWORK HABITS 

Parents should encourage pupils to develop good homework habits (See Appendices 1 and 

2 below).  Pupils should have a quiet place to work at a table and should use a sharp pencil 
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and ruler. No pens should be used in jotters. The standard of presentation should equal that 

of school based tasks.  

Parents should support their child in homework tasks regardless of primary stage. However, 

it is expected that pupils should require less support as they progress through the primary.  

 

The Homework Grid 

The grid broadens the definition of homework to include work done at home and also 

broadens the definition to include less sedentary activities. The grid recognises the wide 

range of after school activities encourages positive family interactions and allows time for 

pupils to pursue their own learning. The grid can also link academic learning to real-life 

situations, for example the compiling of a shopping list to a given budget.  

The homework grid aims to encourage children to do their share of work in the home 

including housework and shopping as well as participate in physical activity such as sports 

and family outings. It covers areas such as reading, spelling, number facts, research, 

teaching others, computers music practice and many others. The emphasis is on diversity, 

family life and active pursuits.  

The Homework Grid comprises a core tasks sheet and the following 3 sections and an 

options grid which focuses on Literacy, Numeracy & Maths and Personalisation and Choice 

(See Appendix 3) 

Children should complete the core tasks detailed on the first page. Tasks can be 

completed on any day to suit your family’s busy schedule. This grid will last for 4 

weeks. In addition to the core tasks, children in P1- P3 can choose a maximum of 4 

additional activities from the options grids to complete over the 4 weeks. Pupils in P4-

P5 should choose a maximum of 6 and P6-7, a maximum of 8. Children are not 

obliged to complete activities from this grid. Activities should be chosen from a 

variety of columns and answers should be recorded in homework jotters. Parents 

should tick and sign the grid to show completed activities. 

 

Classes may be given a Personal Project related to learning in class or a whole school 

focus. When this is given out, other tasks will not be issued.  

Pupils will be encouraged to develop a list of useful websites in their Homework Diary so 

they ‘learn online’.  

Pupils work at a variety of speeds and so the times giving below are a general indicator of 

how long a pupil should spend on written homework tasks per night. These are in line with 

recommendations issued by the Scottish Government. Pupils and parents are encouraged to 

spend time reading and discussing text as well as working on maths activities like 

multiplication tables, telling the time and counting money. 

  

Primaries 1-2: 10-12 minutes 

Primaries 3-4: 20 minutes 

Primaries 5-7: 25-30 minutes 
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DIFFICULTIES ARISING 

 

Homework tasks can be associated with the current learning taking place in the class or in 

preparation for future learning. Pupils should understand the activity set and should be able 

to complete the task independently. Pupils may be set challenge activities for homework to 

further develop and extend their learning. If a pupil cannot complete a task they should seek 

advice from the teacher in class. If a child continues to have difficulty in completing 

homework tasks the parent should make an appointment to discuss this with the class 

teacher to discuss a solution to any issues. 

 

Homework should not become a chore and should be looked upon as a positive experience 

where children can share their learning with their parents.  

 
Types of Homework  
 
Skills  
 
Homework can give children extra practice in skills which they have learned in school e.g. in 
reading, spelling, tables. This additional practice can help the child’s confidence and speed 
and can help reinforce what they have been taught.  
 
Preparation 

Sometimes children can be asked to prepare a piece of new work at home, ready for 
discussion or follow-up in school e.g. older children looking up a reference to some topic in a 
book, newspaper, on computer or the like. However the piece of work that is set must be 
within the children’s understanding and range of skills, otherwise it may be simply a burden 
to children and parents. 
  
Collecting Information and/or Materials  
 
Sometimes children may be asked to collect information and/or materials from home, for 
example in connection with a Social Studies project, e.g. photographs of themselves when 
they were younger, or pictures of items from magazines. This is a great help to the teacher 
who can incorporate the children’s contributions into the classwork. However, children will 
not be asked to bring items to school which parents may find difficult or costly to provide and 
children will not be penalised if they are unable to produce items from home.  
 
Spontaneous Tasks  
 
These are tasks which may arise from an idea or class discussion. An example would be 

where pupils have been discussing a topical news item and display a great deal of 

enthusiasm and interest. They might then be given a research task to carry out at home. 
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Appendix 1 (Homework Policy) 
Guidance Notes for Parents  
The setting and marking of homework takes considerable planning and preparation time, 
which is over and above that of the ongoing work in class during the school day. It is 
designed to help your child.  
 
What can you do?  
The most important thing you can do is simply take an interest in your child’s work, parental 
engagement in a child’s education is a major factor in raising attainment and achievement. 
Ask what has to be done and check Homework Diary.  

 

 Avoid saying “I used to do it this way...” Methods change and you may confuse your 
child.  

 Please ensure that your child’s reading book and diary is in the schoolbag every 
morning.  

 Please sign your child’s homework when you are satisfied that he or she has done 
this to the best of his or her ability.  

 Contact the school if a problem arises through commenting in your child’s homework 
diary or in a separate note.  

 Encourage your child to think for himself or herself. Suggest how he or she can find 
answers for themselves but don’t do homework for them.  

 If your child is having to work hard to solve a homework problem, encourage him or 
her to see this positively – this is how we learn and how children develop resilience. 

 Offer encouragement at all times.  
 

When should homework be done?  
 Plan to do homework at regular times.  

 Do not leave it too late in the evening or first thing in the morning when your child will 
be tired.  

 Do not insist that your child misses something important to him/her because of 
homework.  

 If you have a busy time at home then leave to the next night.  

 If your child is too tired then leave for another time.  
 
Where should children do homework?  
The ideal place for homework is in a warm, quiet, well-lit part of the house away from 

distractions like TV or pets or younger siblings! The choice of where your child does his or 

her homework is important. Think of how and where you like to work – not everyone is the 

same, so do discuss this with your child. A table or other firm surface greatly helps the 

presentation of work. Many children like to have music on while they work. If the homework 

is being done satisfactorily then the music may well help. Remember too, that much of our 

learning is social. Some tasks, e.g. researching or conducting surveys can be done with a 

friend or another family member. 
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(Appendix 2 Homework Policy) 

 
Guidance Notes for Pupils 
 

Children should:  
 
 Complete homework on time.  

 Take responsibility for asking an adult to check and sign any homework given.  

 Ensure only your best work is done at home as well as school.  

 Not leave homework till last minute.  

 Make sure homework is taken home and returned to school.  

 Ask a teacher if you don’t understand.  

 Think of a good place where you can best do your homework.  

 Try teaching what you’ve learned to someone else.  

 It’s okay to be stuck at something – don’t get in a bad mood, ask for help!  

 Take a few minutes to check over what you’ve done at the end.  

 When you’ve finished pack it straight away into your homework folder for the 

next hand-in day.  

 When your homework is returned to you, feel proud if it’s been well done and 

appreciated.  
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 (Appendix 3 Homework Policy) 

Homework Grid – Primary 2   Month/Year  

 

 

 

 

  MUST DO 
WEEKLY TASKS   

Week 1 
Commencing  

4th September 

Week 2 
Commencing  

11th September  

Week 3 
Commencing  

18th September 

Week 4 
Commencing  

25th September 

Reading – Daily 
reading of reading 
book (4 nights) 
 

Completed: 

1____________
___ 
2____________
___ 
3____________
___ 
4____________
___ 

Completed: 

1____________
___ 
2____________
___ 
3____________
___ 
4____________
___ 

Completed: 

1___________
____ 
2___________
____ 
3___________
____ 
4___________
____ 

Completed: 

1____________
___ 
2____________
___ 
3____________
___ 
4____________
___ 

Daily practise of 
key words and 
phonics spelling 
list.  
(4 nights) 
 

N.L. Stage 2, Week 3: 
Consolidation of ai / 
oa (Words: said, 
could, her, before) 
 
Completed: 

1____________
___ 
2____________
___ 
3____________
___ 
4____________
___ 

N.L. Stage 2, Week 4: 
Consolidation of ck / 
oy (Words: said, 
could, her, before) 
 
Completed: 

1____________
___ 
2____________
___ 
3____________
___ 
4____________
___ 

N.L. Stage 2, Week 
5: ay (Words: day, 
away, always, 
today) 
 
Completed: 

1___________
____ 
2___________
____ 
3___________
____ 
4___________
____ 

N.L. Stage 2, Week 6: 
ea (Words: each, ask, 
year, eat) 
 
Completed: 

1____________
___ 
2____________
___ 
3____________
___ 
4____________
___ 

Maths Activity 
 

Home Activity 9 
 
 

Completed______
____ 

Home Activity 10 
 
 

Completed______
____ 

Home Activity 3 
 
 
 

Completed_____
_____ 

Home Activity 4 
 
 

Completed______
____ 

Literacy Activity 

Sentences 
Unscramble 

Sheet 1 
 
 
 

Completed______
____ 

Sentences 
Unscramble 

Sheet 2 
 
 

Completed______
____ 

Sentences 
Unscramble 

Sheet 3 
 
 

Completed_____
_____ 

Sentences 
Unscramble 

Sheet 4 
 
 

Completed______
____ 



St John’s Primary School 
Blackwood 

 

 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES 
In addition to ‘must do’ tasks, please choose a maximum of 4 additional activities to complete over 4 weeks.  

You should select one activity from a variety of columns. Answers can be recorded in homework jotter. Please 
tick and sign the grid on completion. 

   

Literacy Numeracy & Maths Personalisation and Choice 
 

Sound hunt – Have a look in 
a magazine / newspaper. 
What can you find that has 
the sounds ‘ai’ and ‘oa’?  

Co
mpl
eted 

Oral numeracy – Ask 
someone at home to ask 
you lots of addition and 
subtraction sums. 
Challenge yourself to 
add / subtract beyond 
10!    

Co
mpl
eted 

Topic: Ask a parent / 
grandparent to tell you 
about the different toys 
and games they used to 
play with when they 
were younger.   

Com
plete
d 

Fastest Finger – Lay your 
word cards out on a table. 
Ask an adult to race you to 
point to some of your words.   

Co
mpl
eted 

Odd / Even Numbers: 
Use your 100 numbers 
grid and whiteboard pen 
to circle some odd / 
even numbers. Can you 
spot any patterns?  

Co
mpl
eted 

IDL: Use the internet to 
search the weather in 
different countries. 
Discuss with an adult 
how this differs from our 
weather. 

Com
plete
d 

Adjectives: Up level these 
sentences by adding in some 
adjectives. Write the new 
sentences in your jotter.  
The dog barked. 
I have a teddy. 
I played with a ball in the 
park.  

Co
mpl
eted 

Addition to 20 Game– 
Play the addition to 20 board 
game.  Remember to count 
carefully.  Good luck! 

Co
mpl
eted 

Health and Wellbeing 
(P.E.): How many 
different kinds of jump 
can you do?  Practise 
star jumps, pencil jumps 
and tuck jumps.  How 
many jumps can you do 
in one minute?  

Com
plete
d 

Writing – We have been 
learning about descriptive 
writing. Write a few 
sentences to describe 
yourself. Remember to 
include as many adjectives 
as you can. 

Co
mpl
eted 

Number Talks: Show 
an adult at home how 
we do our Number 
Talks. Here is your 
calculation, talk about 
the strategies that you 
used: 
8 + 6 + 2 + 2 =   

Co
mpl
eted 

Fine Motor 
Development: Using 
scrap paper (perhaps 
an old magazine or 
newspaper), try to cut 
out the letters in your 
name.  

Com
plete
d 

Rainbow Writing: Practise 
writing your spelling list 
words in different colours.  

Co
mpl
eted 

Number Hunt – Look all 
around your house.  How 
many different two digit 
numbers can you find?  
Remember you are looking 
for numbers such as 12 and 
18.  

Co
mpl
eted 

Listening & Talking: 
Tell an adult about your 
day at school. Try to 
give them as much 
detail as possible – 
What you did in Maths / 
Phonics / P.E. etc.  

Com
plete
d 

Reading for Enjoyment – 
Read a new story that you 
have never read before.  Try 
borrowing one from a friend, 
school or even try visiting the 
library. 

Co
mpl
eted 

Fastest Finger: Using 
your numbers to 100 
grid, race an adult to find 
different numbers.  

Co
mpl
eted 

Spanish: Tell an adult 
how to count to 20 in 
Spanish.  

Com
plete
d 

 


